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Sheriff Countryman has served and 

achieved so much in his life, but none of it 
would have been possible without the grace of 
God and love and support of his wife, Angela, 
and their three sons, Christopher, Gregory, Jr. 
(a Muscogee County Deputy Sheriff) and Wil-
liam. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more 
than 730,000 people of the Second Congres-
sional District in recognizing, honoring, and 
commending Sheriff Gregory D. Countryman 
on receiving the Community Service Person of 
The Year Award from the Controllers Civic 
and Social Club in Columbus, Georgia. We 
commend and thank him for his selfless serv-
ice to God, his community, and humankind. 
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RECOGNIZING SERVICE OF BEN 
ROYDEN OGLETREE, JR 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Ben Ogletree, Jr. 

Ben was born on October 6, 1938, in Living-
ston, Texas. He graduated from Livingston 
High School in 1956 and married the love of 
his life, Janice Helen Clark, on January 31, 
1958. 

Ben graduated in the class of 1960 from the 
University of Texas, where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business administration with a 
focus on industrial management. He spent the 
next 25 years overseeing his family’s land, 
timber, and wood products business. 

In 1970, East Texas Bancshares, Inc., a 
bank holding company, elected Ben to serve 
on their Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee. As a devoted public servant, he 
also sat on the Livingston City Council for 32 
years, spending 22 of those years as mayor of 
Livingston. In 1985, Ben became president 
and Chief Executive Officer of First State 
Bank. Later, he served as Chairman of the 
Board for both First State Bank and East 
Texas Bancshares, Inc. To recognize his 
years of outstanding service to the community, 
Polk County named him 1989’s Polk Countian 
of the Year. In 1991, Ben graduated from 
Southern Methodist University’s Southwestern 
Graduate School of Banking. 

After a long career in business, Ben retired 
in 2005. However, he still serves as Chairman 
of the Board of Directors for First State Bank. 
In addition to Ben’s earnest commitment to his 
community, he is also incredibly passionate 
about flying and has held a commercial pilot’s 
license for more than 50 years with ratings for 
multi-engine, instrument, and flight instructor. 
Ben continues to put the needs of others first 
while enjoying cherished hobbies like hunting, 
fishing, and spending time with his family. He 
is the father of three, grandfather to eight, and 
great-grandfather to five. 

Madam Speaker, it is a great privilege to 
honor my friend, Ben Ogletree, Jr., who has 
faithfully and humbly served his community, 
our state, and our Nation. 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF EARLE FRANCIS JONES 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize my dear friend, Earle Francis 
Jones who recently announced his retirement 
from Comcast NBCUniversal. Earle has been 
a fixture on the Hill for many years and I hope 
my colleagues will join me in congratulating 
him on a successful and storied career. Fur-
thermore, I’d like to acknowledge the contribu-
tions Earle has made to the CBC community. 
They are too many to list here, but suffice it 
to say, the CBC can’t thank Earle enough for 
his support and counsel to the CBC and the 
CBCF throughout the years. 

Earle was born in Washington, D.C. to Earle 
Sr. and the former Sylvia Carroll. He is a prod-
uct of the District of Columbia Public School 
system where he attended historic Coolidge 
High School. 

There, he excelled in sports, music, and 
community service. Earle furthered his edu-
cation by attending American University in 
Washington, D.C. He then went on to attend 
the University of California at Berkeley where 
he received his Juris Doctorate from the pres-
tigious Boalt Hall School of Law. 

Following law school, Earle practiced law at 
Holland and Hart in Denver, Colorado before 
entering private practice. During that time, he 
served on the Judicial Ethics Advisory Board 
as the Ethics Counselor for Colorado lawyers 
and as an adjunct Law Professor at the Uni-
versity of Denver. 

Upon returning to Washington, D.C., Earle 
joined Tele-Communications, Inc. (TCI) in 
1989 where he served as Division Director for 
Government Affairs and then its Federal Com-
munications Commission Washington Coun-
sel. For three years, he led Washington, 
D.C.’s District Cablevision as its General Man-
ager and oversaw Comcast’s acquisition of 
District Cablevision from AT&T in 2001. 

In 2009, Earle joined Comcast Corporation’s 
Washington Federal Government Affairs 
where he cultivated a reputation for being an 
expert on issues and a sought-after counselor 
and mentor to many on the Hill—especially in 
the CBC community. 

Madam Speaker, I’m proud to say Earle 
Jones is my friend. I’ve always been im-
pressed by his integrity and his ability to have 
empathy for others. I’d like to thank him for all 
the years he served on the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation Board where he al-
ways provided excellent counsel and support. 

Please join me in congratulating Earle 
Jones on a remarkable career and wishing 
him the best as he spends more time with his 
son Steve, daughter-in-law Heather and 
grandchildren Ryan and Rachel. 

On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives I congratulate Earle Francis 
Jones on his remarkable career and his con-
tributions to our Country and our community. 

HONORING MAJOR CRAIG A. 
OVERHOLT 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Major Craig A. Overholt as he 
retires from the United States Army. For over 
two decades, Major Overholt’s commitment to 
service has enabled him to excel in numerous 
leadership positions throughout the Army, in-
cluding most recently as an Army Legislative 
Liaison. 

Major Overholt’s career began when he en-
listed in the United States Army in 2002. He 
received his commission as a Quartermaster 
Officer in 2011 after graduating as the Distin-
guished Military Graduate from the Georgia 
Southern University ROTC program. Since 
then, he developed a reputation as a tactical 
and technical expert, who has served in the 
most demanding assignments in the Army, in-
cluding multiple deployments to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

I had the distinct honor of hosting Major 
Overholt as a Defense Fellow in my office. 
While serving as my Defense Fellow and as a 
Legislative Liaison, Craig’s interpersonal skills 
and character enabled him to clearly commu-
nicate priorities, ensuring members were edu-
cated on Army combat systems, moderniza-
tion programs, and policy initiatives. Due to his 
exceptional work on military childcare, the Mili-
tary Officers Association of America awarded 
him the Colonel Paul W. Arcari Meritorious 
Service Award, an award that honors congres-
sional staffers who have made significant con-
tributions to the military community. Craig also 
led multiple Congressional Delegations to var-
ious locations around the globe, distinguishing 
himself by continuously going above and be-
yond the call of duty to serve the needs of 
Congress. 

This Chamber will feel Major Overholt’s ab-
sence. On behalf of a grateful nation, I thank 
Major Craig Overholt for his outstanding lead-
ership and remarkable sacrifices during his 
time in the Army Legislative Liaison Office and 
United States Army. I truly appreciate Craig 
and his family for their unwavering support to 
our Army, our Soldiers, and our Nation, and I 
wish him the best in all his future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BELLE-
VUE POLICE OFFICER JORDAN 
JACKSON 

HON. KIM SCHRIER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Bellevue Police Offi-
cer Jordan Jackson, who tragically died while 
on duty on November 21st. 

Officer Jackson was born in Spokane, 
Washington and attended Issaquah High 
School, then later attended Central Wash-
ington University. Even before his life as a po-
lice officer, Officer Jackson devoted his life to 
public service as a first responder. He was an 
EMT, volunteer firefighter, and a member of 
the King County Sheriffs Office Search and 
Rescue Volunteer K–9 Unit. 
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